Japan and the West

house  in the Indian Ocean, between the Yellow and the
Dark  Continents.    Economically and ethnologically it is a
very interesting study, and is a striking example,
on a small scale, of a development which will   ^ ecT?1C
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certainly be seen elsewhere on a larger. The
old French Colony which represented European civilisation is
rapidly losing its traditional character, and the greater part
of the island is passing into the hands of Indians and
Chinese. The sugar estates are changing ownership, being
broken up into small holdings, purchased for the most part
by Indians. Experience seems to show that Indians and
Chinese can thrive anywhere together, if they live under
proper conditions. Sir Charles Bruce, a former Governor of
the island, has given a very interesting account of its evolu-
tion,1 and he concludes it by saying: " I must count myself
unfortunate if I have failed to show that the evolution of the
Crown Colony of Mauritius has resulted in an appropriate
population of European, African, and Asiatic descent, en-
joying equal civil and political rights, without distinction of
origin or creed, appropriate to the development of the re-
sources of the soil, to the exigencies of commerce, to the
high trust and function of administrative and legislative
authority."

By an unwritten law and by force of custom the numbers
of immigrants are limited to the economic requirements of
the island. In Mauritius, as elsewhere, prior to the abolition
of slavery, the elementary operations of industry which can-
not be undertaken by the white men were performed by
African negroes, It is certain that, if the emancipated slaves
could have been persuaded to carry on the elementary opera-
tions of agriculture, they would have learned in time that
the cultivation of land leads to its acquisition, and they would
have kept in their hands the natural wealth of the soil,
which has in a large measure passed to a race which has
supplanted them. The British Government did all it could
to secure the adhesion of the emancipated slaves to the soil,

1 The Scottish Geographical Magazine, Feb. 1908, p. 57.
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